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The Role of Nature in Yezidism 

Poetic Texts and Living Tradition

Yezidis are a religious minority living in Kurdistan as the native land. They also live in Transcaucasia 
and in other countries as diaspora communities such as Russia and Western Europe and particularly 
in Germany. Their shared language is Kurmanji-Kurdish dialect. Yezidism is a cultural and religious 
system based on ancient religious traditions and it has roots in some ancient Iranian religions, 
Mesopotamian cultures and Sufism. Generally, it is regarded as a way to understand life, not 
an acquired dogma. In addition, each of monotheism, gnosticism, orthopraxy and the holiness 
of elements of nature play a central role in its traditions. What is more, its religious beliefs and 
practices have been preserved through oral traditions, which can be considered as a religious 
literature that has its own forms and categories such as Qewl, Beyt and Qeside, etc. Lalish which is 
located in Kurdistan is the Yezidis’ holiest place in the world. This book contains a detailed study 
of describing and analyzing the considerable role that the elements of nature, notably the four 
elements: fire, water, earth and air/wind play in Yezidism, in its religious beliefs and practices, and 
on the basis of the religious poetic texts and living religious traditions. The fieldwork of the study 
was carried out in Yezidi areas in the Kurdistan region of Iraq which is the centre of their religion.
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Abstract

This detailed study investigates the considerable role of nature and its elements in the Yezidi 
tradition, both as beliefs and practices. The focus is on the four elements of nature– fire, 
water, earth and air/wind – which are regarded as sacred in Yezidism. Several earlier 
publications on Yezidism mention the holiness of these elements without drawing attention 
to the considerable importance of beliefs and observances connected with them in Yezidi 
religious life. In other words, these elements have not yet been the subject of detailed 
systematic in-depth research. This study therefore constitutes an initial attempt to fill that 
gap. 

The study draws primarily on the religious textual tradition in the form of religious 
poetic texts and living religious tradition, as well as other helpful sources such as 
religious sayings, religious material culture, observational method, qualitative interviews 
and secondary data. The study has mainly made use of the analytical and descriptive 
methods. Moreover, the emic point of view plays a role in interpreting oral religious 
tradition, documents and material culture, etc. The fieldwork of the dissertation was 
carried out in Yezidi areas in the Kurdistan region of Iraq and in Northern Iraq.   

This study consists of two parts including nine chapters in all. The first part explains 
the role of the natural elements in Yezidi religious beliefs and includes four chapters: 
Chapter One demonstrates the role of the light and other elements of nature in Yezidi 
implicit theology. Chapter Two explains the role of the sacred natural elements in the 
Yezidi cosmogonical and cosmological myths. In Chapter Three the focus shifts to the 
role of the sacred natural elements in the anthropogenic myth, the creation and the death 
of human beings. Chapter Four is dedicated to the role of the natural elements and their 
phenomena in Yezidi eschatology. 

The second part deals with the role of the natural elements in religious practices and 
observances in five chapters: Chapter One discusses the role of nature and its four 
elements in Yezidi acts of worship and devotion, such as in prayers, in the rites of 
pilgrimage and in fasting. Chapter Two looks at the role of the natural elements in 
connection with religious places. Chapter Three explores the role of the natural elements 
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in religious feasts and festivals during the four seasons of the year. Chapter Four studies 
the role of the natural elements in religious customs as in rites of passage and religious 
customs of Yezidi daily life. It also deals with the prohibitions, taboos and religious 
healing practices concerned with the natural elements. Chapter Five is the last chapter 
of the thesis; it covers a number of religious symbols, objects and concepts directly 
connected to the sacred natural elements, such as Berat (Sacred soil ball), Şerbikê Avê (Jar 
of water), Çira (Lamp), etc.  

The study concludes that the four elements of nature are venerated and holy in 
Yezidism based on the concept that they are the original source for the creation of all 
creatures. Moreover, natural elements and their manifestations play a central role in 
various aspects of Yezidi religious beliefs, practices and observances. 

Zusammenfassung 
Diese detaillierte Studie untersucht die bedeutende Rolle der Natur und ihrer Elemente 
innerhalb der yezidischen Tradition, sowohl in Bezug auf den Glauben als auch auf die 
Gebräuche. Der Schwerpunkt liegt hierbei auf den vier Naturelementen: Feuer, Wasser, 
Erde und Luft/Wind, die im Yezidentum als heilige Elemente gelten. Einige frühere 
Veröffentlichungen zum Yezidentum erwähnen zwar die Heiligkeit dieser Elemente, 
weisen jedoch nicht auf die fundamentale Bedeutung der damit verbundenen 
Überzeugung und Beobachtungen im religiösen Leben der Yeziden hin. Diese Elemente 
waren noch nicht Gegenstand einer detaillierten, systematischen und tiefgehenden 
Forschung - daher stellt die vorliegende Arbeit einen ersten Versuch dar, diese Lücke 
zu schließen.  

Die Studie stützt sich in erster Linie auf die religiöse Texttradition in Form von 
religiösen poetischen Texten und religiösen Alltags-Traditionen. Auch andere Quellen 
wie religiöse Sprichwörter, religiöse materielle Kultur, Beobachtungsmethoden, 
qualitative Interviews und Sekundärdaten wurden hinzugezogen. In der Studie wurden 
hauptsächlich analytische und deskriptive Methoden angewandt. Darüber hinaus spielt 
der emische Standpunkt eine Rolle bei der Interpretation mündlich religiöser 
Überlieferung, der Dokumente und der religiösen materiellen Kultur. Die 
Feldforschung für diese Dissertation wurde in yezidischen Gebieten in der Region 
Kurdistan im Irak und im Nordirak durchgeführt.  

Diese Forschungsarbeit besteht aus zwei Teilen mit insgesamt neun Kapiteln: Der 
erste Teil erklärt die Rolle der Naturelemente innerhalb des Glaubens der Yeziden und 
umfasst vier Kapitel. Kapitel eins behandelt die Rolle des Lichts und anderer 
Naturelemente in der impliziten Theologie der Yeziden. Das zweite Kapitel erklärt die 
Rolle der heiligen Naturelemente in den yezidischen kosmogonischen und 
kosmologischen Mythen. In Kapitel drei liegt der Schwerpunkt auf der Rolle der heiligen 
Naturelemente im anthropogenen Mythos, in der Schöpfung und im Tod des 
Menschen. Das vierte Kapitel widmet sich der Rolle der Naturelemente und ihrer 
Phänomene in der yezidischen Eschatologie.  

Der zweite Teil befasst sich in fünf Kapiteln mit der Rolle der Naturelemente in 
religiösen Praktiken und Ritualen. In Kapitel eins wird die Rolle der Natur und ihrer vier 
Elemente in yezidischen Kulthandlungen und Andachtsübungen, wie z. B. in Gebeten, 
Pilgerriten und beim Fasten, erörtert. Kapitel zwei befasst sich mit der Rolle der 
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Naturelemente im Zusammenhang mit den religiösen Stätten. Kapitel drei untersucht 
die Rolle der Naturelemente in religiösen Festen und Feiern während der vier 
Jahreszeiten. Das vierte Kapitel untersucht die Rolle der Naturelemente bei religiösen 
Bräuchen wie Übergangsriten und religiösen Bräuchen des yezidischen Alltagslebens. 
Es befasst sich auch mit den Verboten, Tabus und religiösen Heilpraktiken im 
Zusammenhang mit den Naturelementen. Kapitel fünf ist das letzte Kapitel der Arbeit; 
es behandelt eine Reihe von religiösen Symbolen, Objekten und Konzepten, die direkt 
mit den heiligen Naturelementen verbunden sind, wie Berat (heiliger Erdball), Şerbikê 
Avê (Wasserkrug), Çira (Lampe) usw. 

Die Dissertation kommt zu dem Schluss, dass die vier Elemente der Natur im 
Yezidentum verehrt werden und heilig sind, da sie die ursprüngliche Quelle für die 
Erschaffung aller Geschöpfe sind. Darüber hinaus spielen die Naturelemente und ihre 
Erscheinungsformen eine zentrale Rolle in verschiedenen Aspekten des yezidischen 
Glaubens, der Praktiken und der Rituale. 

Kurtîya Vekolînê 
Ev Vekolîneke bi awayekî têrûtesel rola giring a xweza û elemêntên wê di ola Êzdiyatyê 
de li ser asta bawer û praktîzê vedikole. Cexitê dikete ser her çar elemêntên xwezayê; 
agir, av, ax û ba, ku bipîroz dihêne naskirin di Êzdiyatyê de. Piraniya vekolînên li ser 
Êzdiyatyê hatîne encamdan, tenê amaje bi pîroziya van elemênta dane, lê vekolîneke 
taybet, tevkir û pispor derbarê rola xweza di bawer û praktîzên jiyana Olî de ne hatiye 
kirin. Lewra, ev vekolîne dibe bizaveke destpêkî bo pirkirina vî biyavî. 

Vekolîn bi pile yek pi tbestinê dike ser têkistên hozankî yên olî û teradi nên jiyana 
olî. Herwsa, çendîn jêderên din jî sûdbexi  bûn, mînak: gotinên olî, keltûra metriyalî ya 
olî, rêbazên çavdêrîkirinê, hevpeyvînên hemecor û jêderên lawekî. Serbarî hindê, 
vekolînê bi awayekî serekî rêbazên saloxdan û irovekarî bi karînane. Li gel vê yekê jî, 
dîtina Îmîkî (emic) rola xwe di ravekirina teradi inên serzarî yên olî, belgename û keltura 
metriyalî, htd de digêre. Biyava karê vekolînê, deverên Êzdiya li hirêma Kurdistana Iraqê 
û bakorê Iraqê vedgire.  

Vekolîn ji dû pi ka, ku dibine neh çapter, pêk dihê: Pi ka yekê, taybet e bi 
irovekirina rola elemêntên xweza di bawerên olî yên Êzdiya de, di çarçova çar çaptera 

de: Ya yekê vekolînê li Nûr (Ronahî) û elemêntên xweza di Xudênasiya Êzdiya de encam 
dide. Çaptera duyê, rola elemêntên xweza yên pîroz di Afirandina Kinyatê de diyar dike. 
Çaptera siyê, bal diki îne ser rola van elemênta di entropognî, afirandin û mirna mirovî 
de li gorî mîtologiya Êzidiya. Çaptera çarê, rola elemêntên xweza û diyardeyên wan di 
Talî Dinya yan Talî Zeman de a kira dike.  

Pi ka duyê ya terxankiriye ji bo rola elemêntên xweza di piraktîz û helkeftên olî yên 
Êzdiya de, li jêr pênc çaptara de: Çaptera yekê, rola xweza û her çar elementa di rêkên 
perestinê de, wekî di perwestebûnê, rê û risimên seredana Lali ê û rojîkirtinê de, xuya 
dike. Çaptera duyê, ji bo destnî ankirina rola elemêntên xweza li cihên olî de, hatiye 
danan. Di çaptera siyê de, rola elemêntên xweza di cejin û fîstevalên olî de di maweya 
her çar werzên salê de, zelal dike. Çaptera çarê, vekolînê li rola elemêntên xweza yên 
pîroz di nerêt (kestem) ên olî de dike, ji wan jî yên girêdayî rê û risimên derbasbûnê û 
jiyana rojane ya olî. Herwesa, wan kestemên têkeldarî qedexekirin, bedkarî, tabo, û 
çareseriyên praktîzî yên olî. Çaptera pêncê, ku dibe çaptera dawiyê ji vekolînê, pêk dihê 
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ji jimareka sîmbol, metiriyal û têgehên olî, ku peywendiyeke rastexwe bi elemêntên xweza 
yên pîroz ve hene, wekî Beratê, Şerbikê Avê, Çira, htd. 

Vekolînê çendîn encamên giring bi destvexistine, ji wan jî; xuya dibe, pîrozkirin û 
berzragirtina her çar elemêntên xweza li ser bingeha wê têgehê bûye, ku ev elemêntine 
bûyîne jêderên resen ji bo afrandina tev afrandiya. Zêdebarî hindê, elemêntên xweza û 
diyardên wan roleke navendî di pir biyavên hemecor bawer, praktîz û helkeftên olî yên 
Êzidiya de. 

ةالخلاص  

ھذه الاطروحة مخصصة لدراسة أھمیة دور الطبیعة وعناصرھا الأساسیة في المعتقدات وممارسة الطقوس 

الدینیة الإیزیدیة، وذلك بالتركیز على العناصر المقدسة الأربعة، النار، الماء، التراب، الھواء. وعلى الرغم من 

ھجي في التطرق إلى قداسة العناصر الأربعة في الدیانة الإیزیدیة تناول بعض الدراسات وبشكل جانبي وغیر من

ولكن دون الخوض في التفاصیل حول أھمیة المعتقدات والطقوس المرتبطة بھا في الممارسات الدینیة وترك 

فجوات أساسیة، لذلك تحاول ھذه الاطروحة وبشكل منھجي وأكادیمي مليء تلك الفجوات بالاعتماد في المقام 

على النصوص الأدبیة الدینیة المقدسة وتقالید الحیاة الدینیة، ومن ثم على الارث المدون والتراث الدیني  الأول

الشفوي، وجمع المواد والمعلومات المطلوبة من خلال البحث المیداني وإجراء المقابلات النوعیة وكذلك تدوین 

مناطق الإیزیدیین في إقلیم كوردستان وشمال الملاحظات من خلال المشاھدات الشخصیة في العمل المیداني في 

العراق، بالإضافة إلى الاستفادة من عدد من المصادر الثانویة. واعتمد منھجیة البحث بشكل رئیسي على المنھج 

الوصفي والتحلیلي في تناول موضوعات الاطروحة، حیث نستكشف من خلال ذلك أھمیة وجھة النظر الداخلیة 

 یة الشفویة وممارسة الطقوس والتراث المادي والعادات والتقالید الدینیة. في تفسیر النصوص الدین

تتكون الاطروحة من قسمین رئیسین منقسمین على تسعة فصول، یتناول القسم الأول دور وتفسیر العناصر 

 ھومیتطرق لدارسة مف  الأول الطبیعیة في المعتقدات الدینیة الإیزیدیة، ویتألف من من أربعة فصول، الفصل

 الثاني مخصص لتوضیح والقاء الضوء على  الدیني الإیزیدي، الفصل اللاھوت في الطبیعیة والعناصر النور

فھو یبحث دور  الثالث أما الفصل خلق الکون عند الدیانة الأیزیدیة. في اسطورة المقدسة الطبیعیة العناصر دور

الرابع  وما بعد مماتھ، في حین فقد خصص الفصلخلق الانسان ودورة حیاتھ  اسطورة في وتفسیر تلك العناصر

 العالم. نھایة في اسطورة وظواھرھا الأربعة الطبیعیة وأھمیة العناصر لتناول دور

وینقسم على  الدینیة والاحتفالات الطقوس في الطبیعیة العناصر دور یتناول الثاني للاطروحة فھو  القسم اما 

كالصلوات  العبادات، في الأربعة وعناصرھا الطبیعة دور الأول على  فصول: حیث یتطرق الفصل خمسة

 الفصل الدینیة المقدسة. أما في الأماكن الطبیعیة العناصر دور یبحث الثاني والصیام. والفصل ومناسك الحج

 السنة فصول خلال الدینیة والاحتفالات الأعیاد في الطبیعیة العناصر الثالث فھو یتعامل في دراسة عن دور

 والتقالید الدینیة العادات في المقدسة الأربعة وعناصرھا الطبیعة دور الرابع ھو لدراسة الأربعة. بینما الفصل

الیومیة للإیزیدیین بالإضافة  بالحیاة العبور والعادات المرتبطة التي ترتبط بطقوس العادات في الحال ھو كما
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 الدیني المعتمدة على العلاج وأیضا ممارسات التي ترتبط بالمحرمات والمحظورات الدینیة  العادات إلى

 ذات الصلة الدینیة والمفاھیم یتركز في البحث وتناول الرموز الخامس والأخیر  الطبیعیة. والفصل العناصر

 شریبکئ ئاڤئالمقدسة)،   تربة معبد لالش كرة مصنوعة من(المقدسة، مثل البرات  الطبیعیة بالعناصر المباشرة

 الشعلة المقدسة)، وغیرھا من العناصر. (جر اجرة الماء)، (

الأربعة في الدیانة  الطبیعیة العناصر یختتم الاطروحة في تقدیم استنتاجات تستكشف فیھا أن تقدیس وتبجیل

 المخلوقات وأن لتلك العناصرالطبیعیة  لخلق كافة الأصلي المصدر الاعتقاد بأنھا على الإیزیدیة تستند

 الدینیة الإیزیدیة. والاحتفالات والطقوس المعتقدات مختلف في اً رئیسیآدور ومظاھرھا
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III. Images 289 

III. Images
These images have direct connection with many topics of the study, and they have been 
used as the sources for valuable information. Those that are not referred to their sources 
are taken by me.  

Image 01: Heft Siwarên Mala Adiya (the seven riders of the Adiya family), Lalish 2015. 

Image 02: Seven lamps beside Dergehê Mîr (the gate of Mîr), Lalish 2015.
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Image 03: Çeqeltu (  candelabrum with seven light), in Sema ceremony, Lalish 2013. Photo by Yousif 
Beri’s archive. 

Image 04: Çirayên Me‘rîfetê (the lamps of knowledge), in Tawusgêran, 2013. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s 
archive. 
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Image 05: A Yezidi direct his face to the sun while praying. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 

Image 06: Bixorhilkirin (Burning incense) in the Tiwaf of Kerecal, Shariya, Duhok 2018. Photo by 
Macid’s archive. 
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Image 07: Lalish temple, is the holiest place for Yezidis in the world, 2017. 

Image 08: Religious pilgrimage in Cejna Cimayê ( he festival of the gathering), Lalish 2016. 

Image 09: Periyên Sindrukên Xasa (Perîs of graves of holy men) inside their shrines, Lalish 2015. 
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Image 10: Berê Şibakê (Throne of Netting) ritual, Lalish 2018. 

Image 11: Bûka Baranê (Bride of the Rain), by Roj Dasuk. 
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Image 12: Kêşana Qola ( ring tree trunk), Lalish 2018. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 
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Image 13: Kaniya Sipî (White Spring) a holy spring in Lalish, Duhok 2015. 

Image 14: Dara ta û bayê (the tree of fever and rheumatism), Lalish 2015. Yezidis tie a thread over it. 
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Image 15: Dara Qelindira (the tree of Qelender), Lalish 2015. 

Image 16: Şikefita Pîr Omerxala (the cave of Pîr Omerxala), Lalish 2015. 
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Image 17: Şikefta Mam Îso (the cave of Mam Îso), Lalish 2015. 
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Image 18: Morkirin (baptism) with the water of Kaniya Sipî and wearing Tok (sacred undershirt), 
Lalish 2015. 

Image 19: Goven Daderê Kaniya Sipî (the religious dance in front of the Kaniya Sipî) ritual, Lalish 2018. 
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Image 20: Selakirin (Holy Greeting) with the water of the Zimzim spring, Lalish 2015. 
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Image 21: A part of Civata Boza (the assembly of Boza), the village of Boza 2015. 

Image 22: Zêw and Mezar of Mehmed Reşa in the Mt Meqlub, 2016. 
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Image 23: Zêw and Mezar of Memê Şivan in the collective village of Khanke, Duhok 2015. 

Image 24: Mezar of Evdê Reş in the village of Dêrebûn, Duhok 2012. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 

Image 25: Mezar of Pîraxayê in the village of Kulkan, Mt Shingal 2016. 
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Image 26: Qub û Avahîyê Xasa (Cupola and Mausoleum), Qub of Sheikh Mend, Khanke, Duhok 2015. 
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Image 27: The spring of Mezar of Pîraxayê in the village of Kulkan, Mt Shingal 2016. 
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Image 28: Evdê Reş’s spring and his Tiwaf in the village of Dêrebûn, Duhok 2018. 
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Image 29: Neh Dar ( ine trees) in the North of the Ain Safni town, 2015. 
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Image 30: Silavgeha Çinçinkogê ( ace of greeting of Çinçinkogê) in the village of Osifa in Mt Shingal, 
2016. 

Image 31: Sûka Me‘rîfetê ( arket of [mystical] knowledge), Lalish 2015. 
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Image 32: Lighting 365 lamps in Lalish in the evening of the Sersal feast, Lalish 2016. Photo by 
Sheikh Tariq’s archive.  

Image 33: Serderî (decorating the doors of the house) in Sersal (the Yezidi New Year), 2016. 
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Image 34: Colourful eggs and lit candles in Sersal (the Yezidi New Year), 2016. 
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Image 35: Tiwaf of Evdê Reş in the village of Dêrebûn, Duhok 2019. Photo by Karwan Shivan. 

Image 36: Replaces the old Perîs of Qub with the new ones in the Tiwaf of Hekîm Fêris, Khatara, 
2019. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 
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Image 37: Sefera Nan û Mast (the ceremony of Bread and Yoghurt), Lalish 2016. 

Image 38: Xezîna Nan (the treasure of bread) or Xezîna Şîxadî (Sheikh ‘Adî’s treasure), Lalish 
2015. 
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Image 39: Den (vases, jars) for saving oil in Lalish, is used for lighting lamps there, Lalish 2015. 
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Image 40: Qebaxgêran (sacrificing bull) ritual in Cima festival, Lalish 2018. Photo by Yousif Beri’s 
archive. 

Image 41: Gurka Gay (the fire-flame of the bull) in Bêlindê festivals 2013, Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s 
archive. 
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Image 42: Pieces of Xewlêre in Bêlinde feast, 2018. 

Image 43: Qalatik ( acred food) in Xidir Liyas feast, 2017. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 
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Image 44: Şerbik (jar) of water in Wedding customs, 2018. 

Image 45: Planting a tree beside the head of the grave in Mezar of Mem Şivan, Khanke, Duhok 2016. 
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Image 46: Simat (religious food), Lalish 2015. Photo by Sheikh Tariq’s archive. 

Image 47: The white cloths of religious men; Baba Sheikh, Babê Gavan, Lalish 2016. Photo by Sheikh 
Tariq’s archive. 
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Image 48: Kum (hat) and Gosik/kezî (braid), a Shingali young man, Lalish 2016. 
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Image 49: Berê Pişt Êşê (headache stone), the Cemetery of Mem Şivan, Khanke, Duhok 2016. 

Image 50: Berat (Sacred Soil Ball) the most sacred Yezidi religious symbols, 2015. 
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Image 51: The holy Şerbik (The Jar of Water), Lalish 2016. 

Image 52: Çirahilkirin ( ighting lamps), Lalish 2015. 
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Image 53: Qendîl ( amp), Lalish 2015. 

Image 54: Rezê Zeytûna (olive orchard), Lalish 2015. 
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Image 55: Black snake on the wall of the Qapîye gate, Lalish 2015. 



III. Images 321 

Image 56: Dara Şexsê Batê (the tree of Şexsê Batê) in the village of Xorza in Sheikhan district, 2015. 
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Image 57: A Yezidi man and woman playing with colourful eggs, with the presence of red anemones and 
preparing candles in Sersal, 2020.  
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Rezan Shivan Aysif
The Role of Nature in Yezidism 

Poetic Texts and Living Tradition

Yezidis are a religious minority living in Kurdistan as the native land. They also live in Transcaucasia 
and in other countries as diaspora communities such as Russia and Western Europe and particularly 
in Germany. Their shared language is Kurmanji-Kurdish dialect. Yezidism is a cultural and religious 
system based on ancient religious traditions and it has roots in some ancient Iranian religions, 
Mesopotamian cultures and Sufism. Generally, it is regarded as a way to understand life, not 
an acquired dogma. In addition, each of monotheism, gnosticism, orthopraxy and the holiness 
of elements of nature play a central role in its traditions. What is more, its religious beliefs and 
practices have been preserved through oral traditions, which can be considered as a religious 
literature that has its own forms and categories such as Qewl, Beyt and Qeside, etc. Lalish which is 
located in Kurdistan is the Yezidis’ holiest place in the world. This book contains a detailed study 
of describing and analyzing the considerable role that the elements of nature, notably the four 
elements: fire, water, earth and air/wind play in Yezidism, in its religious beliefs and practices, and 
on the basis of the religious poetic texts and living religious traditions. The fieldwork of the study 
was carried out in Yezidi areas in the Kurdistan region of Iraq which is the centre of their religion.
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