Content of an ECI: The Request for Registration
Online Form

Yilly Vanessa Pacheco *

The submission of an ECI should follow the basic rules established in Regulations
(EU) 211/2011 and 2019/788. Otrganisers should create an account on the EU
login page and fill out a registration form with detailed information about the or-
ganizers, initiative, support, and funding,.

Only the representative fills in and submits the registration form. They ate re-
quired to declare that they have been designated by the group of organizers to be
their representative and that they have read the privacy statement.

Group of Organisers

Organisers

In this first section, organisers should provide information on each group member,
including full name, postal address, nationality, and date of birth. The representative
and their substitute should additionally indicate their email addresses and telephone
numbers.
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It is important to remember that organisers must be EU citizens old enough to
vote in elections to the European Parliament. The group of organisers must be
composed of at least 7 members residing in 7 different EU Member States. Mem-
bers of the European Patliament cannot be among these 7 members. The repre-
sentative organizer and their substitute are additional to these 7 members, meaning
that the representative may reside in the same country as one of the 7 members. It
is possible to provide information on up to 9 members.

Legal Entity (Optional)

If organisers have created a legal entity, they may provide the name of this entity,
the country where it is registered and document(s) that prove:
e its creation in accordance with the national law of a Member State
specifically for the purpose of managing the initiative.
e That the representative of the group of organisers has a mandate to act on
behalf of the legal entity.
The representative can also provide the link to the legal entity’s website.

Data Protection Officer (Optional)

In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation,! the organisers can
designate a data protection officer in case the processing of personal data of the
initiative's signatoties is considered to be an instance of processing special categories
of data. Such categories refer to, for example, personal data revealing racial or ethnic
origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, and data concerning a
natural person's sexuality or sexual orientation.?

The information to provide of the Data Protection Officer refers to:

e Full name

e Personal Email

e Telephone number

e Country

Initiative
In the second section of the online form, information about the language, title, and

objectives of the initiative is required. Organisers should also specifically indicate
the provisions of the treaties that they consider relevant to the proposed initiative

I Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Patliament and of the Council of 27 Aptil 2016 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free move-
ment of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) (Text
with EEA relevance) [2019] OJ L 119.

2 Ibid, Articles 9 and 37.
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and the categories to which the initiative belongs. Finally, some extra information
about the subject, objectives, and background of the initiative, as well as the design
logo, may be uploaded.

Language

An ECI may be submitted in any of the official languages of the European Union.
When filling in the form, the representative should select a language.

Title

In no more than 100 characters (without spaces), organisers should provide a con-
cise title for the citizen’s initiative. Organisers can consider drafting both a short
version and a long version of the title of an initiative.

Obijectives

In this section, a detailed description of the objectives of the citizen’s initiative is
required. Organisers should indicate the goals of their initiative in no more than
1100 characters (without spaces).

Relevant Treaty Provisions

In accordance with the ECI regulations, an initiative should provide the provisions
of the treaties which would allow the European Commission to make a proposal
for legislative action on the subject of the initiative. In this section, organizers may
mention the specific article(s) or provide broader references in 255 characters (with-
out spaces).
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Important

e Itis always good to reference the Articles 289 and 294 of the TFEU
because they give the power to the Commission to propose legislation.
Mentioning other articles depends on the field where the organisers
want to trigger legislative action. It could be good to provide a range
of different articles.

e  If organisers refer to Treaty articles, they should explain their choice of
provision (e.g. in the annex). This makes it easier for the European
Commission to assess the registration.

e  The European Commission has the possibility to register initiatives,
even if organisers failed to provide the correct provisions.

e Article 288 of the TFEU is always a good starting point to understand
a legal act.

Source: European Citizens’ Initiative Forum. Based on “Drafting a European Citizens’ Initiative:
Highlights from webinars”

Website

Organisers should provide the link to the website of their citizens’ initiative.

Annex

To submit the initiative, organizers may upload some documents to complement
their request to register the initiative regarding the subject, objectives, and back-
ground. A draft of a legal act may be also submitted. An annex is very helpful to
clarify the initiative’s objectives when the topic is very technical.

Categories

The online form to request the register of an initiative provides different categories
to which organizers might link their initiative. In this section, organizers may select
up to three categories. The categories include:

Agriculture e Environment and climate
* Ald and development coopera- ® External trade and relations
t
on ® Justice and fundamental rights
e Business and economy
e Consumers and health ® Maritime affairs and fisheries
e Culture and media e  Migration and asylum
e Digital economy and society ® Regional development
e Education, youth and sport e Rescarch
e Employment and social affairs .
®  Seccurity
e Energy
e Transport



https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/sites/default/files/2020-10/Webinar%20Highlights_Drafting.pdf
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/sites/default/files/2020-10/Webinar%20Highlights_Drafting.pdf
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Avoid Common Mistakes!

The European Citizens’ Initiative Forum identified the most common mistakes by or-
ganisers. Avoid them:
® Mixing too many aspects in their demand. It is important to not merge differ-
ent ideas into one initiative.
®  Not being aware of the competencies of the EU. Organisers have to make sure
that the EU has actually the right to legislate in the field of their demand.

®  Not checking whether or not the Commission has the power to propose a legal
act on the specific issue that the proposed initiative seeks to address.

Source: European Citizens’ Initiative Forum. Based on “Drafting a European Citizens’ Initiative:
Highlights from webinars™

Initiative logo/image

It is recommended that the logo/image has the following properties: rectangular,
landscape oriented, and a ratio of 4:3.

Support and Funding

Following the Regulation on the European citizens' initiative, organisers must pro-
vide at least every two months updated information on all sources of support and
funding for their initiative of a value of more than €500 per sponsor. Information
on the organizations assisting the organizer group on a voluntary basis, where such
support is not economically quantifiable shall also be provided.

In the online form, organisers should clearly indicate the name of the sponsor,
the date of the contribution, and the amount of funding provided or the estimated
value of in-kind contribution.

If the initiative has no sources of support and funding, organisers must declare
1t.

Procedures and Conditions

Finally, the representative and the other members of the group of organisers must
indicate that they have read the procedures and conditions and are aware of the
liability and penalty provisions set out in Article 5 of the Regulations on the Euro-
pean citizens’ initiative.

Procedures and conditions include:

e Privacy policy concerning citizens’ initiative organisers’ personal data in the
ECI Register


https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/sites/default/files/2020-10/Webinar%20Highlights_Drafting.pdf
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/sites/default/files/2020-10/Webinar%20Highlights_Drafting.pdf
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-citizens-initiative-organisers-personal-data-eci-register_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-citizens-initiative-organisers-personal-data-eci-register_en
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e Privacy policy concerning signatories’ personal data collected using the cen-
tral online collection system

e Privacy policy concerning signatories’ personal data collected using an indi-
vidual online collection system ot paper forms

e Privacy policy concerning signatories’ email addresses collected through the
central online collection system

e Privacy policy concerning ECI newsletter subscribers’ email addresses

e Privacy policy concerning the operation of the ECI online collaborative plat-
form

e Privacy policy concerning the ECI Communication campaign

e Privacy policy concerning the ECI targeted consultation activities

Article 5.5 of the Regulations on the ECI provides that the members of a group
of organisers shall be jointly and severally liable for any damage caused in the or-
ganization of an initiative by unlawful acts committed intentionally, or with serious
negligence, under applicable national law.3 These include in particular infringements
of the regulation for false declarations and the fraudulent use of data.*

Review and Submit

After checking all the fields in the form, the “Request registration” button to con-
clude the submission process may be pressed.

3 Without prejudice to the liability of the representative of the group of organisers as data controller
under Article 82(2) of the General Data Protection Regulation.

4 Regulation (EU) 2019/788 of the European Patliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on the
European citizens' initiative [2019] OJ L 130. Art. 5.6


https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-personal-data-collected-using-central-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-personal-data-collected-using-central-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-personal-data-collected-using-individual-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-personal-data-collected-using-individual-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-email-addresses-collected-through-central-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-signatories-email-addresses-collected-through-central-online-collection_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-eci-newsletter-subscribers-email-addresses_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/privacy-policy_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative-forum/privacy-policy_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-eci-communication-campaign_en
https://europa.eu/citizens-initiative/privacy-policy-concerning-eci-targeted-consultation-activities_en

